
 

 

2nd Grade 
Math 

AKS = Academic Knowledge and Skills: the curriculum your child will learn this year in school. 

 

AKS: Use addition and subtraction within 100 to solve one and two-step word problems by using 

drawings and equations with a symbol for the unknown numbers to represent the problem.  

Problems include contexts that involve adding to, taking from, putting together, taking apart 

(part/part/whole), and comparing with unknowns in all positions. 
 
 

This means… 
 

I can describe the relationship between addition 

and subtraction. I can use models to add or 

subtract multi-digit whole numbers. 

This looks like… 

Your child can add and subtract fluently up to 100 to 

solve word problems.  

Activity Title: Solving Word Problems LEVEL: Proficient 

Materials needed: reach out to your child’s teacher for materials, if necessary.  

Paper, pencil 

Crayons, crackers, or candies 

Digital Math Manipulatives:  Base Ten Blocks     Ten Frames      Bears 

 

Directions:  

Parents and children are going to practice how to solve addition and subtraction word problems using 

manipulatives or number lines. 

1. Parents will think aloud:  Louis wants to give $15 to help kids who need school supplies.  He also 

wants to buy a pair of shoes for $39.  If Louis gets $1 every day for his allowance, how many 

days will it take him to save enough money for both?  Explain how you know.                          

? 

15 39 

  

https://apps.mathlearningcenter.org/number-pieces/
https://www.coolmath4kids.com/manipulatives/ten-frame
http://www.glencoe.com/sites/common_assets/mathematics/ebook_assets/vmf/VMF-Interface.html
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2. To find out how much money he needs to save, we will draw the equation: 15 + 39 = ?   

First, let’s represent 15 by setting out 15 of our counters (crayons, crackers, etc.) with one group 

of ten and 5 single counters.   

  

 

     

 

 

 

Let’s represent 39 with 3 groups of ten and 9 single counters.  

                

                

                

                              

     

 

  

3. If we put the tens together and the ones together, we have 4 bundles of ten, and 5 singles and 

another 9 singles.    

4. If we take 5 singles from the 9 and put them with the other 5 we can make another bundle of ten: 

(You might also take 1 from the five and put it with the 9 to make 10).  

5. Now we have 5 bundles of ten and 4 singles, which represents 54. Since he gets $1 per day, it will 

take him 54 days to save for both. 
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If the activity is too hard, try this: 

1. Place the objects in tens frames.  

2. Practice at home counting by ones up to 100. 

3. Count 100 candies and make 10 groups of 10. How many candies there are in total? 

4. Ask your child to make 5 groups of 10 candies and add 3 singles, How many candies are there in 

total? 

5. Parents, make 3 groups of 10 candies and 7 singles now have your child tell you how many 

candies are in total. 

6. Have your child count 71 candies, how many groups does he have to make? How many singles 

are there? 

 

 

If the activity is too easy, try this: 

1. Parents, encourage your child to now draw base ten blocks to solve their addition and subtraction 

problems. Your child should move away from using counters and manipulatives and move to 

drawings. 

 

2. When your child has mastered one-step problems with addition and subtraction, parents can now 

present two-step word problems. Think through each step of the problem to solve.  Parents can 

create more problems based on the examples shown below. 

Example 1: This morning, there were 26 blue guppies and 32 yellow guppies in the 

aquarium. At noon, 11 guppies were sold. How many guppies are left in the aquarium? 

Example 2: The fisherman caught 48 catfish. A friend took 15 of them. Then the 

fisherman caught 32 more. How many catfish does the fisherman have now? 
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If the activity is just right, try this:  

1. Parents can use the same original problem, changing the unknown amount: Louis wants to give 

money to help kids who need school supplies.  He also wants to buy a pair of shoes for $39.  If 

Louis gets a total of $54, how much money can Louis give to help kids who need school 

supplies? 

  

54 

? 39 

 

 

● To find out how much money he can give, we draw the equation:  ? + 39 = 54.  

● Put together 54 with 5 groups of 10 crackers and 4 singles. 

● From the group of 54, remove 39 crackers (3 groups of ten and 9 singles.) 

● To find the answer, count the remaining crackers making 1 group of ten crackers and 5 singles.   

2. You and your child can continue to create new, one-step problems to practice using the Greg Tang 

Math website. You can choose problems where the unknown amount changes. 

https://gregtangmath.com/wordproblems 

 

https://gregtangmath.com/wordproblems

